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Lawmakers press for heat aid

Rising prices will leave many Vermonters out in the cold

By Erin Kelly

Free Press Washington Writer

WASHINGTON — Karla Row-
ell lies awake at night in her
northern Vermont mobile home
and worries about how she’ll pay
the rapidly rising cost of home
heating oil to keep herself and her
16-year-old daughter warm this

winter.

“I'm scared,” said Rowell, 45, of
Hardwick, who is legally blind and
on disability. “We had several
weeks of 30-below-zero tempera-
tures last winter. I feel like I'm not
prepared for the cold. I keep hear-

ing scary things about how much
the price of heating oil is going to

go up.”

of fuel.

According to a report released
Sept. 7 by the Department of Ener-
oy’s Energy Information Adminis-
tration, prices for winter fuel oil,
propane and natural gas will be
218 percent higher this year than
they were in 2001 and more than
30 percent higher than last winter.
The price increase was driven In
part by damage to U.S. oil refine-
ries by Hurricane Katrina, which
exacerbated the already high price

ing oil.

Although oil refineries on the
Gulf Coast were mostly spared
from Hurricane Rita, lawmakers
in the Northeast and Midwest fear
their constituents could soon be
hurricane victims. Nearly 60 per-
cent of Vermont homes use heat-

“While $3-a-gallon gasoline is a
family budget breaker, $3-a-gallon
heating oil is a life-or-death mat-
ter,” said Sen. Jim Jeffords, I-Vt.

Jeffords, Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-
Vt., and Rep. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.,

Fuel assistance

The state Fuel As-
sistance Program is
administered by the
Economic Services
Division of the De-
partment for Children
and Families. It is
funded entirely by
federal dollars
through Low-Income
Home Energy Assist-
ance Program (LI-
HEAP).

To apply for fuel
assistance, call (800)
479-6151 or
241-1165 or go to
http://www.dsw
.state.vt.us/
Programs_Pages/
Fuel/fuel.shtmi

See HEAT, 4A
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B A medium-sized turtle
may be a jJumbo-sized
obstacle to Douglas
administration plans to
remove the Missisquol
Bay causeway.

Is politics driving bay

By Candace Page
Free Press Staff Writer

Gov. Jim Douglas won wild
applause in a corner of north-
western Vermont last month
when his officials announced
plans to remove the Missisquoi
Bay causeway, a rock barrier
that residents blame in part for
the bay’s soupy green water.

Now, the administration 1s
taking steps to clear a potential
obstacle to its removal plan:
The Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment is challenging scientists’
conclusion that the causeway
should be left in place to pro-
tect a leathery, long-nosed tur-
tle on Vermont’s threatened
species list.

The budding disagreement
between the Fish and Wildlife
Department and outside scien-
tists has some of the scientists
asking whether politics, not sci-
ence, is driving the state’s as-
sessment of the Eastern spiny
softshell turtle’s needs.

“I certainly think that is what
is happening,” said C. William
Kilpatrick, a University of Ver-
mont biology professor and a
member of the state advisory
committee on endangered rep-
tiles and amphibians. “It’s a real
problem.”

Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sioner Wayne Laroche, who has
offered new theories challeng-
ing the importance of the cause-
way to the turtles’ survival,
brushed off that criticism. He
said he is insisting on more sci-
entific rigor, not less, and criti-

See TURTLE, 4A
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one Eastern spiny softshell turtle on a pair of floating platforms near the Alburg shore.

The spiny softshell turtle

B NAME: Eastern spiny softshell turtie, Apalone spinifera spinifera
B APPEARANCE: Leathery, olive-gray shell; three-clawed web-

Photo courtesy of Lawrence Pyne

foot; tubular snout

B HOME: Lakes,
rivers from Midwest
to Vermont

B STATUS: Threat-
ened in Vermont
and Quebec

B SIZE: In Ver-
mont, females

range up to 16

inches and 11 pounds. Males are much smaller, up to 7 inches

and 1 pound

B LIFE CYCLE: Hatch from eggs laid on gravel/sand beaches. Hi-
bernate for six months each year. Can live for up to 50 years. Eggs
and young turtles are subject to heavy predation by raccoons,
skunks, snakes, wading birds and other animals.

“For good or bad,
the turtles have
come to use the

causeway. Our fear
is removing it could

knock back the
population to the
point they won’t

recover.”

Steve Faccio,
Vermont Institute
of Natural Science

PETER Huow, Fn.» Press
Ron Haskell of Alburg observes turtles perched on platforms in Missisquoi Bay north of the Ver-
mont 78 causeway between Swanton and Alburg on Thursday. Haskell saw two map turtlies and

By Julia Silverman
The Associated Press

PERRY, La. — For the
storm-shattered Gulf
Coast, the images were
all too familiar; Tiny fish-
ing villages in splinters.
Refrigerators and coffins
bobbing in floodwaters.
Helicopters and rescue
boats making house-to-
house searches of resi-
dents stranded on the
rooftops.

But as

the misery
wrought by Hurricane
Rita came into clearer
view — particularly in
the hard-to-reach marsh
towns along the Texas-
Louisiana line — the last-
ing signs that emerged a
day after the storm’s
120-mph landfall were of
an epic evacuation that
saved countless lives, and
of destruction that fell
short of the Katrina-sized
fears.

“As bad as it could
have been, we came out
of this in pretty good
shape,” Texas Gov. Rick
Perry said after taking a
helicopter tour Sunday.

Even with nearly 1 mil-

After Rita,
sigh of relief

Texas governor: "We came
out of this in pretty good shape’

MATT ROURKE, American-Statesman
National Guard Spc. Jon Eric Miletello consoles his
grandmother, Bell Vaughn, Sunday in Erath, La.,
the day after Hurricane Rita passed through the
area. Vaughn’s home was flooded, and she was
evacuated with her four dogs.

Developments

B Rescue crews in south-
ern Louisiana searched for
people still stranded by
flooawaters,

B New Orleans endured a
second straight day of new
flooding.

B Texas Gov. Rick Perry
urged Houston residents to
respect the schedule laid
out for an “orderly” return
to the city.

B Commercial airline
service resumed to Hous-
ton; many flights in were
booked.

B Rural areas hit hard, 2A

B Evacuation problems
reveal weakness in
terrorism readiness, 2A

lion in the region without
electricity, some coastal
towns flooded to the
rooftops and the prospect
of nearly 3 million evacu-
ated residents pouring
back onto the highways
for home, the news was
overwhelmingly positive.

See RITA, 2A

Monitors confirm IRA’s full disarmament

By Mary Jordan
and Kevin Sullivan
The Washington Post

LONDON — The Irish Re-
publican Army has scrapped its
vast arsenal of guns and explo-
sives in a landmark step to-
ward ending more than three
decades of political and reli-
gious violence in Northern Ire-
land, according to a source
close to the independent weap-
ons inspection commission
that witnessed the disarma-

ment process.

to the British and Irish govern-
ments, said the official, who in-
sisted on anonymity because of
the sensitivity of the case. The
disarmament, which the IRA
promised in a statement in
July, was also confirmed by
Martin McGuinness, a senior
member of Sinn Fein, the IRA’s
political wing.

“The IRA’s decision on July
28th to formally end its armed
campaign has changed the po-
litical landscape in Ireland for-
ever,” McGuinness said 1n a

will bring the final chapter on
the issue of IRA arms. I believe
that Ireland stands on the cusp
of a truly historic advance, and
I hope that people across the
island will respond positively
in the time ahead.”

The disarmament an-
nouncement, scheduled to be
made at a news conference to-
day by John de Chastelain, a re-
tired Canadian general who
heads the weapons inspection
commission, would be a his-
toric breakthrough in the con-

that has killed more than 3,600
people since 1969. The British
and Irish governments hailed
as momentous the IRA’s July
announcement that it would
disarm, but any announcement
of an IRA disarmament 1S un-
likely to completely convince
the province’s majority Protes-
tant community that peace is at
hand.

The Protestant side has
cited the IRA’s failure to dis-
arm as the main obstacle to full
implementation of the land-
mark 1998 Good Friday peace

A father and
son pass the
Irish News of-
fices in Bel-
fast, Northern
ireland, on
Sunday. It was
announced
Sunday that
the Irish Re-
publican Army
had destroyed
all its weap-
ons.

The weapons inspectors statement issued Sunday night. flict between majority Protes- O The oy g o
will report their findings today “I am confident that tomorrow tants and minority Catholics accords. PETER MORRISON, [/ic Associated Fress
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TURTLE: Battle brews over causeway science

Continued from Page 1A

cized earlier conclusions
about the turtles as unsup-
ported by data.

“l always approach things
with a can-do attitude, but I
can’t violate my basis in sci-
ence. Lies won’t cut it in sci-
ence,” the former wildlife re-
searcher said.

Laroche and some of his
outside science advisers dis-
agree on whether new data
disprove earlier theories that
the causeway 1S necessary
winter habitat for the turtles.
They also are at odds over La-
roche’s theory that removing
the causeway is important to
eliminate a barrier to the tur-
tles’ movements and to allow
the lake’s natural currents to
create new nesting beaches.

Biologists outside state
government said they want to
hear Laroche back up his
ideas.

“I wish he had started a dia-
logue with scientists before
going public with his theo-
ries,” said James Andrews, a
Middlebury College biologist
and chairman of the reptile-
and-amphibian committee.
“There is some evidence, un-
der the current administra-
tion, that it is ‘policy first, sci-
ence second.””

Public wants

causeway gone

This story of politics and
science begins with 3,500 feet
of rocky causeway and a bevy
of fast-swimming olive-green
turtles.

The causeway carries Ver-
mont 78 across a neck of Lake
Champlain between Swanton
and Alburg at the mouth of
Missisquoi Bay.

The turtles live in Missis-
quol Bay and its tributary riv-
ers, but gather in the largest
numbers on the rocky cause-
way, perhaps because former
haunts have been lost to
shoreline development. At the
causeway, turtles forage for
food, bask in the sun and bur-
row near its base for the win-
ter

Both Missisquoi Bay and
the turtle are under stress.

Phosphorus pollution turns
the bay soupy green in the
summer, making the water un-
usable at times. That has left
shoreline residents distraught
and seeking ways to fix the
problem.

Quebec and Vermont,
which share the bay, have put
the turtles on their list of
threatened species. No other
population exists in Quebec,
and Vermont has only one
other group — on the La-
moille River.

A new Missisquol Bay
Bridge will open for traffic in
2006 or 2007. The old cause-
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A man-made basking area for turtles is being built beneath the new bridge across Missis-
quoi Bay between Swanton and Alburg.
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An Eastern spiny softshell turtle sits on a floating platform

north of the Vermont 78 causeway that stretches across
Missisquoi Bay between Swanton and Alburg on Thursday.

way will be abandoned. Resi-
dents have been lobbying for
more than a decade to have it
removed then, convinced that
it restricts water circulation,
traps pollutants in the bay and
thus is partly to blame for
poor water quality in summer.

Several studies have found
otherwise. The most recent
state analysis concluded that
removing the causeway would
improve water quality by only
1 percent.

Ron Haskell, an Alburg res-
ident, reflects a view that can
be heard at any local gather-
ing: “I get my water from the
bay, so even if there is only a 1
percent Increase 1in water
quality, for me that is enough.

Political pressure increased
this year when a U.S.-Cana-
dian group weighed in.

Anger over the causeway
diverts residents’ energy from
solving the bay’s real pollu-
tion problems — justification
enough for removing it, the
International Joint Commis-
sion concluded.

In August, the Douglas ad-
ministration responded. The
Fish and Wildlife Department
announced it would begin
steps to remove the Missis-
quol Bay causeway and a sec-
ond one just to the south at
Carry Bay.

Removing the causeway,
Laroche announced, would
get rid of a manmade barrier
that fragments fish habitat, in-
terrupts natural water circula-
tion and has caused erosion of
beaches where turtles might
nest. Spiny turtles, he said,
would benefit from removing
the causeway.

Laroche steps in

Laroche’s conclusion re-
verses the department’s previ-
ous findings about the turtle’s
dependence on the causeway.

[t also appears to provide a
rationale that is essential if
the Douglas administration is
going to succeed in its plans.

“As far as what has sur-
faced so far, the turtles are the
biggest potential roadblock,”
Laroche said last week. His
theories would clear away
that roadblock to removing
the causeway.

An endangered-species
permit already in place for the
new bay bridge forbids the
state to remove more than 33()
feet of the old causeway, be-
cause it provides needed habi-
tat for the turtle. That permit
would have to be amended or
replaced with one that down-
grades the causeway’s impor-
tance for the turtle.

[Laroche also has on his

HEAT: High prices spur call for aid

Continued from Page 1A

are pressing Congress and the
White House to help people
like Rowell by increasing the
amount of federal home heat-
ing aid available to the poor.

Sanders has collected more
than 80 signatures from Re-
publicans and Democrats on a
letter to House and Senate
spending committees urging
the doubling of federal fund-
ing for the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program,
or LIHEAP, to about $4 bil-
l10n.

In 2004, more than 19,300
Vermont families received
heating assistance; 26,356 ap-
plied. There 1isn't enough
money to help all the state’s
eligible residents, and last
year’s average grant of $318 is
not enough to keep pace with
rising costs, Sanders said.

“The increase (in fuel
costs) wipes out the average
grant,” said Mark Wolfe, exec-
utive director of the National
Energy Assistance Directors’
Association. “Budgeting alone
won’'t help you pay the bill.
The alternative i1s you don't
buy medicine or you don’t buy
food.”

Sanders proposes to pay
for an increase in aid by per-
suading senators to abandon a
Republican-led effort to re-
peal the estate tax. Senators
don’t seem anxious to move
forward with the repeal,
which would cost the federal
government nearly $1 trillion
over the next 20 years.

“If things don’t change,
senior citizens and low-in-
come families will go cold in
Vermont this winter,” Sanders
said. “There will be no televi-
sion cameras in the homes of
senlor citizens in Vermont
this winter, but they will be
victims of Katrina and of pov-
erty just the same. People will
be suffering. The government
needs to help.”

Rowell said she prays that

Saving energy

There are many steps con-
sumers can take to lower
energy bills and, at the
same time, contribute to
energy conservation. Here
are some suggestions:

B Keep blinds or drapes
open on sun-exposed win-
dows during the day.

B Close fireplace dampers
when not in use.

B Plug leaks around win-
dows and doors with caulk-
INg and weather-stripping.

B Add insulation to walls,
attics and basements.

B Make sure air ducts are
Insulated and sealed.

B Get a professional to
tune up the furnace ahead
of the heating season.

B Look for the govern-
ment's Energy Star desig-
nation when upgrading win-
dows, furnaces or
appliances.

B Invest in a pro-
grammable thermostat,
which can be set to lower
temperatures at night or
when the family is away,

B Replace leaky, single
pane windows, doors and
skylights with products de-
signed for cold climates.

B Replace old furnaces
and heat pumps with fuel-
efficient models.

— The Associated Press

On the Web

Department of Energy:
www.energysavers.gov
Energy Star: www.energy-
star.gov

Alliance to Save Energy:
www.ase.org

Congress will increase heat-
ing assistance for her and her
neighbors. She said she ex-
pects to have to give up her
phone service again this win-
ter to help pay her heating

bills.

“I worry about the people
who are worse off than me,”
she said. “I know this elderly
couple in town on a fixed in-
come. They’ll start a fire in

the basement in an old wood
stove they have to keep warm.
It fills their house up with
smoke. It scares me so bad.
[t’s just sad.”

Gannett New Service correspondents
Pamela Brogan and Doug Abrahms
contributed to this report.
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desk a draft “species recovery
plan” endorsed 14 months ago
by the state Endangered Spe-
cies Committee, which re-
peatedly identifies the cause-
way as key habitat for the
turtle. He said last week he is
personally making changes in
the draft, which did not meet
his standards. He said the new
version probably will reflect
his theories about how to help
the turtle.

In interviews, Laroche laid
out theories that amounted to
a frontal assault on previous
findings about the Eastern
spiny softshell turtle.

B He noted the lack of reli-
able population estimates. It is
even possible, Laroche said,
there are so many turtles that
they do not need to be on the
threatened-species list.

B He also noted that a
number of turtles that previ-
ously wintered on the cause-
way moved away in 2004-05,
presumably to avoid construc-
tion work on the new bridge.
“They went somewhere and
survived. That nullifies the
hypothesis that the causeway
is essential habitat,” he said.

B Taking out the causeway
would increase nesting habi-
tat for the turtles, he said, be-
cause lake currents would re-
build beaches that have been
eroded since the causeway
was installed 68 years ago.

B Water moves so fast
through the causeway open-
ing that it might keep the tur-
tles from passing through. “Is
the real reason that they are
using the causeway that they
can’t get through 1t?” he said.

Weighing risks, benefits

In general, scientists and
others outside government
agree with Laroche that it is a
worthy goal to restore Lake
Champlain’s natural state by
removing manmade barriers
like the causeway.

“In any other situation, we
would all love to see the
causeway out of there,” said
Steve Faccio, a biologist at the
Vermont Institute of Natural
Science and a member of the
reptile and amphibians scien-
tific advisory committee to
the state Endangered Species
Committee.

The trouble, he and others
said, is the spiny turtle.
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“For good or bad, the tur-
tles have come to use the
causeway. Our fear is remov-
ing it could knock back the
population to the point they
won'’t recover,” he said.

Laroche presented his new
theories to the reptile-and-
amphibians committee in Au-
gust. His ideas were greeted
with skepticism, committee
chairman Andrews said.

Several scientists at the
meeting said one year’s data
are not enough to conclude
the turtles could safely winter
elsewhere if the causeway
were gone. Sheer survival 1s
not enough. Were the turtles
too weakened to mate and
nest? Were they able to find
mates when they emerged
from solitary hibernation?

They also questioned La-
roche’s theory that the cause-
way is a barrier to the turtles’
movement.

Patrick Galois, a Quebec
researcher who has studied
the turtles for a decade, said,
“They are moving through
that opening in the causeway.
It is not always a strong cur-
rent and, in any case, they
move along the shoreline
where it is not so strong.”

While the scientists ap-
plauded Laroche’s efforts to
improve turtle-nesting habitat
on a nearby state-owned
beach, they said his desire to
rebuild beaches by removing
the causeway does not out-
weigh the importance of a safe
wintering ground.

Political filters

The scientists said they un-
derstand that politics has an
appropriate role to play in
wildlife policy. Ultimately, de-
cision-makers will balance the
need to protect an endangered
species like the turtle with the
needs of other species and
with human wants and needs.

“It is understood that when
the committee passes on a
recommendation it 1s going to
a political appointee who will
run it through a political filter
and decide what takes prior-
ity,” saild Andrews, the Mid-
dlebury College biologist.
“What we hate to see is infor-
mation run through a political
filter even before it gets to the
committee.”

Laroche said his approach
iIs based on a commitment to
sound scientific investigation,
not reaching a predetermined
outcome. He said he will lis-
ten to the scientific advisory
committee and try to address
their concerns.

In the end, he said, it might
be necessary to risk the loss of
some Eastern spiny softshell
turtles to gain a greater good.

“We don’t want to elimi-
nate the turtle from Vermont,
but we have to look at risk
versus benefit. If we are re-
storing a whole ecological

connectivity and one species *

declines, maybe we can miti-
gate that. If the action we're
taking has massively greater
benefit, we can’t be nitpicking
or we'll never move forward
with good things.”
Contact Candace Page at 660-1865

or e-mail cpage@bfp.burlingtonfree-
press.com
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and WIN... A NEW LAPTOP COMPUTER.

DEVELOPMENT & ORNAMENTAL HORTICULTURE, MECHANICAL, NURSING,
RESPIRATORY THERAPY, SOFTWARE ENGINEERING, VETERINARY TECHNOLOGY

Employers have a couple
of choice words for
our graduates:

Learn more at our Open House.

There’s also FREE ENTERTAINMENT.
And, get a bird's eye view of campus
with FREE TETHERED HOT AIR
BALLOON RIDES (weather permitting).

lo pre-register online:
www.vic.edu/openhouse

OPEN HOUSE

OCTOBER 1

10 a.m. -5

at the Randolph Center
main campus.

'RITA: :

Damage,
but 1t could
have been
much worse

Continued from Page 1A

Petrochemical plants
that supply a quarter of the
nation’s gasoline suffered
only a glancing blow, with
just one major plant facing
weeks of repairs. The re-
flooding in New Orleans
from levee breaks was iso-
lated mostly to areas al-
ready destroyed and de-
serted, and could be
pumped out in as little as a
week. And contrary to dire
forecasts, Rita and its heavy
rains moved quickly north
as a tropical depression in-
stead of parking over the
South for days and dump-
ing a predicted 25 inches of
torrential rains.

Most significantly,
deaths were minimal —
with only two reported so
far — largely because resi-
dents with fresh memories
of Katrina heeded evacua-
tion orders and the storm
followed a path that spared
Houston and more popu-
lous stretches of the coast.

Along the central Louisi-
ana coastline, where Rita’s
heavy rains and storm-
surge flooding pushed wa-
ter up to 9 feet in homes
and into fields of sugarcane
and rice, weary evacuees
slowly returned to see the
damage. Staring at the
ground, shoulders stooped,
clearly exhausted, many
came back with stories of
deer stuck on levees and
cows swimming through
seawater miles from the
Gulf of Mexico.

“All I got now 1s my kids
and my motorhome,” said
Tracy Savage, whose house
in rural Vermilion Parish
was four feet underwater.
The 33-year-old diesel tech-
nician was able to salvage a
toolbox and a few life vests,
but not much more. “We've
never had this much water,
we’ve just never seen it.”

More than 100 boats gas-
sed up at an Abbeville car
dealership Sunday before
venturing out on search-
and-rescue missions to find
hundreds of residents be-
lieved to have tried to ride
out Rita.

An estimated 1,000 peo-
ple were rescued in Vermil-
ion Parish, said Chief Sher-
iffs Deputy Kirk Frith.
About 50 people remained
on a 911 checklist, and Frith
saild authorities would
probably conclude rescue
operations by today and be-
gin damage assessment.

Authorities were having
trouble keeping residents
with boats from entering
the parish. “How are you
going to stop them from
going to their home to
check on their dog or some-
thing like that?”” Frith
asked.

“You're hired.”

Each year, 98% of Vermont Tech grads find jobs in their
fields or enroll in advanced-degree programs within six
months. What's that tell us? It tells us our grads are

in demand. And it tells us that small class sizes and a
hands-on approach to learning works very well.

p.m.

lechnology Driven. Results Proven.



